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Abner Creek Academy 
2050 Abner Creek Road 
Phone: 864-949-2334 
Karen McMakin, Principal 

The mission of Abner Creek Academy is to provide every student quality educational experiences in a safe, nurtur-
ing, and engaging environment, enabling each individual to succeed in life and function as a productive citizen. 

   Good news! Spring is on its way! Soon we will be enjoying warmer days, but we will also be gearing up 
for the end of the school year. The next couple of months will hold many opportunities for you to join us as 
we celebrate our students’ growth. Please plan on joining us for the end-of-the-year celebrations and student-
led conferences. 

Thank you, again, for your trust and support as strive to “provide every student quality educational experi-
ences in a safe, nurturing, and engaging environment” as our mission states. Our 
students are amazing, but the support of parents and other caregivers makes a posi-
tive difference in their lives. Thank you for working with us each day to help our 
children be the best they can be! 

It’s been another great year at The Creek!  I love being the principal of this great 
school and serving the children here.  May we all have a strong finish!  And, gators, 
always remember that WE LOVE YOU! 

Serving ACA families,                                                           

Karen McMakin  
“Principal Mac” 

Upcoming Events 
March 25—Spring Pictures    May 16—Last Day for K4 Students/ Celebration 9:30am 
March 27—Terrific Kid Luncheon   May 16—Rising K5 Parent Meeting 9:00am 
March 27—Honor Roll Student Celebration  May 19—K5 Celebrations 9:30am and 1:15pm 
April 1—PTO McDonald’s Night 5:00-8:00pm May 20—1st Grade Celebration 1:15pm 
April 19—Terrific Kid Luncheon   May 22—2nd Grade Celebration 1:15pm 
April 24—PTO/SIC/Volunteer Breakfast  May 23—Field Day 
April 25—Progress Reports Issued   May 26—Memorial Day (No School) 
May 5-9—Teacher Appreciation Week  May 27—3rd Grade Celebration 1:15pm 
May 6-9—PASS Testing (3rd and 4th grades) May 28—4th Grade Celebration 
May 12—Mom & Me Breakfast PreK-1st grade  May 29—Switch-A-Roo Day 8:30-9:30am 
                 7:20-8:00am                      
May 13—Mom & Me Breakfast 2nd-4th grades     *Due to inclement weather, the last day of school has not been 
                7:20-8:00am                                          decided. 
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Kindergarten 

First Grade 
First grade had a great start to 2014! We have all been 
working hard on nonfiction in reading. We conducted sci-
ence experiments using the scientific method. Our results 
were displayed on colorful boards and we presented our 
findings to the other first grade classes. We learned about 
motion in science and took a cool field trip to the bowling 
alley! We learned all about motion and force on our trip. 
First grade is also working on animal reports with Miss 
Koon in Multimedia. We are using the skills we have 
learned about nonfiction features to create reports and pic-
tures that will be displayed on t-shirts that we can wear. 
First grade collected supplies and money for Operation 
Love-A-Pet and Jump Rope for Heart. We are looking for-
ward to spring and learning about poetry and the sky. First 
grade is always working hard! 

Second Grade 
Second graders have been working hard on research 
this nine weeks. They began their research on other 
countries and cultures in Multimedia many weeks ago. 
They worked in groups to use nonfiction books and 
CultureGrams to gather information. The groups then 
used Power Point to type all of their information that 
was then used on their display boards. They included 
pictures, maps, and flags as well. In Literary Arts, stu-
dents worked to turn their information into interesting 
presentations. Mrs. Sherbert helped them practice 
speaking to an audience and projecting their voices. 
Finally, the groups gathered in the cafeteria at the end 
of February and held a culture fair for first grade stu-
dents and for parents. It was a great way for everyone 
to “travel” the world! 

Kindergarten students have been busy reading and writing. 
The kids are working hard to move up reading levels. In 
writing workshop, we have been learning how to write sto-
ries and make books. We had so much fun celebrating the 
birthday of Dr. Seuss! We made green eggs and ham and 
made a graph to see who did or did not like them. The kids 
also made “Cat in the Hat” hats which were a big hit at 
lunch! In math, we learned how to join sets to show addi-
tion. We are finishing up our subtraction unit and will start 
learning how to recall addition facts to five. For our science 
fair project, we learned how to use the scientific method to 
conduct an experiment. Some students tested to see which 
toothpaste whitens teeth the best. Other students tested to 
see if different liquids made gummy bears change in size. 
The results were used to make a science board and a presen-
tation. 
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Third Grade Fourth Grade 

Magnet Program Implementation 

What do writing, light, government, and fractions 
have in common?  

Answer—Fourth Grade! 

This nine weeks’ “Snowpocalypse” hasn’t stopped us 
from forging ahead in each of our subjects, anticipat-
ing the PASS test which is right around the corner in 
May! We are continuing to learn with love and laugh-
ter on a daily basis. 

The students have worked extra hard in science this 
third nine weeks, concentrating on honing their in-
quiry skills using the scientific method. Fourth grad-
ers presented their findings on light’s ability to pass 
through a variety of objects in the grade level science 
fair. The students did a superb job of recording and 
presenting their findings to their peers. Following 
light, students began to learn about and investigate 
the ins and outs of electricity. 

Social studies has never been so political as students 
completed their unit on government. As a part of this 
unit, the children were able to participate in a mock 
trial, complete with an actual jury decision based on 
the testimony and evidence presented. They were also 
given the opportunity to try out the library’s new 
iPads using an app that enabled them to be a partner 
in a law firm, deciding the validity of cases based on 
the Bill of Rights. 

In math, students completed their extensive unit on 
division and then forged ahead to fractions. So, don’t 
be alarmed when your fourth grader begins to divide 
everything into equal portions! 

Practice makes perfect, which made PASS practice 
all that more important! On March 18 and 19, stu-
dents in grades 3 and 4 took the writing portion of 
PASS. In ELA, students worked fervently to perfect 
their already amazing writing skills in preparation to 
rock the PASS! 

During the third nine weeks, the spotlight in third grade has 
been on multiplication, the science fair, using technology in 
new ways, and performing in the amazing drama production 
entitled “The Magic Treehouse.” Students have been work-
ing extra hard to learn their multiplication tables so that they 
can pass a two-minute test on each table. The Kiwanis Club 
of Spartanburg is also sponsoring a Multiplication Medallion 
Program that our students are participating in this year. Stu-
dents have the opportunity to earn a medallion if they pass 
with 100% accuracy. To help us practice our tables, Miss 
Koon recorded our third graders in their very own multipli-
cation rap videos during Multimedia. In science, students 
used the steps of the scientific method by conducting science 
fair projects. We even presented our projects on stage when 
we were done. In ELA, we have been working hard to get 
ready for the PASS writing test. We have been integrating 
ELA and social studies together by reading historical fiction 
about the Civil War and slavery. Finally, we are proud of all 
of the third-grade students who participated in the produc-
tion of “The Magic Treehouse.” You did a phenomenal job 
and we were simply blown away by your singing, dancing, 
and acting abilities! 



S c h o o l   N e w s 
PTO News 

*Tuesday, April 1 McDonalds’ Night 5-8pm- ACA receives 15% of all sales inside and at the 
drive thru. 

*Friday, April 25th Gator Fling 5-8pm – Games, Inflatables, Silly String, Confetti Eggs, Food and 
a Silent Auction.  We need lots of volunteers so please email Ginger Burnett to sign up for your 
30 minute slot at gingershane@bellsouth.net. 

*Monday, May 5th – Friday, May 9th Teacher Appreciation Week- Please feel free to send in a 
sweet treat or make a card for your teacher during this week. 

*Monday, May 12th – Pre K-1st Grade Mom & Me Muffins from 7:20-8:00 am 

*Tuesday, May 13th – 2nd Grade – 4th Grade Mom & Me Muffins from 7:20-8:00am 

**Please be thinking about serving on the ACA PTO Board for the calendar year of 2014-2015.  
Nomination Forms will be coming home in April. 
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Olweus Anti-Bullying Rules 

1. We will not bully others. 

2. We will help students who are bullied. 

3. We will include students who are left out. 

4. If we know that somebody is being bullied, we 
will tell an adult at school and an adult at home. 


